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tional reform so far as these are put before us. The British Commissioners,
therefore, ore bound to be solely responsible for the statement of the effect
upon their own minds of the investigation as a whole. We shadl report to
the authority by which we have been constituted just as (if the Conference
is set up) the Joint Committee would, we presume, be entitled to report its
conclusions to the Central Legislature. It is obvious that those documents
should be prepared and presented simultaneously. There are well known
constitutional means by which the document emanating from the Joint
Committee and presented to the Central Legislature can be forwarded to
and made available for the British Parliament. But, if the Indian Joint
Committee would prefer it, we would make its Report an annexe to our
own document, so that both might be presented to the King Emperor, and
made public, at the same moment.
Above all, I would urge that one of the merits of the method of Joint
Conference is that, besides securing due recognition of equal status, it
provides the opportunity for that free exchange of views and mutual influ-
ence which are best calculated to promote the largest measure of agreement
that is possible.
Our present visit is preliminary and the sittings of the Joint Free
Conference, if it is set up, would not begin till October. But we make
public our suggestions at once, not only in order to clear the air, but in order
to show ourselves available for any conference about any matters of procedure
which this statement docs not adequately cover.
The Commission is, of course, bound to carry through its task in any
event and discharge to the full the duty cast upon it, but we are under-
taking this duty only after having made it known that the method of
collaboration on honourable and equal terms is open, and that we put it
forward in all sincerity and good will. We will only add that in making
these proposals we are confident that we are correctly interpreting the
intentions of the British Parliament.
The carrying out of our proposals will require, at a later date, that the
Council of State, the Legislative Assembly, and the Local Legislative
Councils should be moved to elect their representatives who would take
part in the Joint Conference, and the Commission will be glad if the Govern-
ment of India will take such steps as seem appropriate for this purpose in
due course.
I have the honour to be,
Your Excellency's obedient servant,
(Sd.) JOHN SIMON.
It will be seen that Joint Conferences were not to begin
111] our second visit.
Although we received numerous deputations which laid their
views before us, we .took no evidence on our first visit, which
was mainly devoted .to attempting to master the elements of the
situation, and to visiting more of the country districts (particu-
larly in the Madras Presidency and the Punjab) than was
possible on the second visit. We travelled in India about 7,000
miles on this preliminary visit.
Before leaving India on the first occasion, we invited the
submission 'of memoranda, both from official and non-official
sources,; on questions falling within the scope of our enquiry.
fhe Governments, both Central and Provincial, had of coarse
already been engaged on the preparation of material. We
received from the Government of India (and also from officials
of the India Office) descriptive and explanatory memoranda
vvjiich are published in Volumes IV and V supplementary to our